The Palm Beach Post

| SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 | 1B

LOCAL

+ BUSINESS

Students finish ninth Habitat house
Seminole Ridge teams up
with group to teach skills
Kendall Little
Special to Palm Beach Post
USA TODAY NETWORK

Over the past two years, Seminole
Ridge High School students traded their
pencils for hammers to build a new
home for Belle Glade resident Mattie
Moore and her 16-year-old granddaughter.
The high school’s construction academy has had a partnership with Habitat
for Humanity of Palm Beach County for
the past 11 years, giving students the opportunity to get construction and electrical experience before they enter the
workforce. The Moore home is the ninth
house students helped build.
“They learn all the skills involved in

home construction, electrical, plumbing, actual hammer and nail construction,” said Amy Mauser, chief development officer for the local Habitat for Humanity.
Students participate in one build per
year and can become Occupational
Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) certified in the process.
“This Habitat home dedication for
the Moore family is extra special due to
the amount of community support and
funding it has received, and that ... the
home was built by local students,” Mauser said in a press release.
Tara Okler, Habitat’s chief operating
officer, said building the Moore’s home
took longer than usual because of the
pandemic.
What typically takes 12 to 18 months,
took two years, Okler said. Last week,
See HABITAT, Page 5B

Mattie Moore cuts the ribbon on her home in Belle Glade on Tuesday. Students
at Seminole Ridge High School helped build the home for Habitat for Humanity
of Palm Beach County. PROVIDED BY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

OVER THE BRIDGE

PB mulls
options for
West Palm
water deal
Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

Workers begin to lay roofing material on the cupola on the new Southern Boulevard bridge recently in West
Palm Beach. According to the Florida Department of Transportation, the new bridges will carry one lane of
traffic in each direction, have six-foot-wide sidewalks and 10-foot-wide paved shoulders with
seven-foot-wide bike lanes. The new bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway will be a drawbridge with a
vertical clearance of 21 feet and the navigable-channel width will be increased to 125 feet. The project is

A crucial decision awaits the Palm
Beach Town Council in the coming
years as the clock ticks toward the expiration of the island’s Retail Water
Service and Franchise Agreement with
West Palm Beach.
The town buys its water from the
city through the agreement, which was
reached more than two decades ago
and expires Oct. 1, 2029.
Palm Beach has begun exploring
options to extend or replace the agreement, and multiple options were discussed April 12 at the regular council
meeting.
“This is a very serious decision
that’s before the council,” Council
President Maggie Zeidman said. “We
have to have a decision made two years
prior to 2029, so that would be 2027.
We have to decide what to do.”
The town hired West Palm Beachbased environmental consultant Kimley-Horn two years ago to aid that
process.
During a presentation to council
members, Kimley-Horn engineer Jason Lee provided a handful of water
source options for council members to
consider as part of a water feasibility
study completed for the town.
Kimley-Horn was hired on a contract worth $316,380 to study those
options, and an additional $100,000
was awarded in November after the
scope of the study was expanded.
The extra funding helped pay for information the town needed that went
beyond the scope of the original contract, which looked at the pros and
cons of 10 options, including the town
signing a new agreement with West
Palm Beach, negotiating with another
municipality to provide water, and developing its own water distribution
system.

slated to be completed this fall. THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST
See WATER, Page 5B

Man receives 25 years for trying to lure young girls online
Posed as a 9-year-old to try
to obtain explicit photos
Jane Musgrave
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

A 28-year-old Mexican national who
was living in Boca Raton was sentenced
to 25 years in prison this week after he
admitted he posed as a 9-year-old girl on
social media in hopes of luring young
girls to send him sexually explicit photos
of themselves.
Andres Rivera Reyes, who was twice
deported in 2013, admitted he received
and distributed child pornography from

various sources, FBI agents said in court
papers.
He also admitted he used an Instagram account to reach out to girls across
the country to try to persuade them to
take lewd photos and videos of themselves.
Agents said they found more than
1,000 videos and 4,000 photos of children on Rivera Reyes’ phone. The photos
included ones of infants and toddlers
having sex with men.
At his sentencing hearing this week,
U.S. District Judge Robin Rosenberg ordered Rivera Reyes to pay $160,000 in
restitution to the girls he victimized. She
also warned him that he would be de-

ported when he completes his sentence.
The investigation began in March
2019 when police in Nebraska received a
complaint that an Instagram user, identified as “Sophia12901,” tried to convince
a 10-year-old girl to take naked pictures
of herself and had also sent her pornographic photos.
Agents traced the user name to Boca
Raton and eventually to Rivera Reyes,
who had moved to Pompano Beach.
In August, Rivera Reyes pleaded guilty
to five child pornography charges and
one count of illegally reentering the
country after he had been previously deported.
jmusgrave@pbpost.com

FBI agents said in court papers that a
28-year-old Mexican national, who was
living in Boca Raton, admitted he
received and distributed child
pornography from various sources.
PROVIDED BY THE FBI
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STATE BRIEFS
Florida Supreme Court Justice
Lawson to retire
TALLAHASSEE – Florida Supreme
Court Justice Alan Lawson announced
plans to retire Friday, which gives Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis the opportunity to have appointed four of the seven justices.
Lawson’s retirement will be effective
Aug. 31, well ahead of DeSantis’ November reelection bid. Lawson was appointed by former governor and current Republican U.S. Sen. Rick Scott six years
ago.
“The highest honor I have enjoyed in
my career is my service on the Florida
Supreme Court,” Lawson said in a state-

Habitat
Continued from Page 1B

Habitat officials presented Moore with
the keys to her new home.
“[The Moore family] showed persistence and perseverance throughout the
process,” Mauser said. “They didn’t give
up despite being notified of delays. Mattie continued to work hard and push toward her goal.”
Habitat partnered with multiple organizations and businesses, including
At Home, BallenIsles Charitable Foundation, Carrier, TIAA and Winn-Dixie.
The grocer also stocked Moore’s pantry
with groceries and, at the ceremony,
gave her a $300 gift card to the grocery
store.
“This is like a dream come true,”
Moore said.
Habitat has built over 250 homes for

ment released by the court. “To those
who I serve with now, I can only say that
leaving you, this great institution and
our court family is the most emotionally
difficult decision of my life.”
He said he and his wife Julie plan to
spend his retirement “prioritizing family, health and fitness, spiritual growth
and development, friends, the outdoor
sports that we enjoy, and charitable
work in the United States and abroad.”
DeSantis appointed current Justices
Carlos Muniz, John Couriel and Jamie
Grosshans.
“I have every hope that you will further strengthen Florida’s justice system
as you attentively and thoughtfully appoint my appointment. Godspeed as

Palm Beach County residents over the
past 35 years – 27 of those in the last five
years. Mauser said the organization will
begin building homes on the east side of
the county, Lake Worth, and Riviera
Beach soon.
According to Mauser, Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County has built
10 houses in the Glades – two are currently under construction, two are very
close to being finished, and six have
been handed off to families.
Mauser said that by the end of the organization’s fiscal year, on July 1, they
will have completed seven homes in
PBC.
“There is always an opportunity to do
more,” Mauser said. “I hope you all consider joining us.”
People interested in volunteering at
Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach
County can find more information at
https://www.habitatpbc.org/volunteer
.html

you initiate that process,” Lawson said
in a letter to DeSantis.

Florida Education Board OKs
Diaz as next commissioner
TALLAHASSEE – The Florida Board
of Education unanimously voted to appoint Republican Sen. Manny Diaz as
the state’s first Hispanic education
commissioner Friday.
The vote came just more than a week
after Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis announced him as his choice to replace
outgoing Commissioner Richard Corcoran.
The appointment is effective June 1.
Corcoran leaves the position on Mon-

day, but the delay will allow Diaz to take
part in a special session DeSantis called
to address rising property insurance
rates. It begins May 23.
The Board of Education appointed
Senior Chancellor Jacob Oliva to act as
interim commissioner during the gap.
Diaz has served in the Florida Legislature since 2012. The South Florida Republican has also been a teacher, coach,
assistant principal and school administrator. “Senator Diaz has been an absolute warrior for students, parents and
educators. His dedication to Florida
families will endure as he steps into the
role of Commissioner of Education,”
Corcoran said in a news release.
— Wire reports

Mattie Moore of Belle Glade receives the keys to her new home on Tuesday.
Students at Seminole Ridge High School helped build the Habitat for Humanity
home. PROVIDED BY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Water
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Town Manager Kirk Blouin noted
there were benefits and risks with each
of those options, with a town-operated
water facility posing the biggest challenges.
“It’s a very complex situation,” Blouin
told the Daily News. “It’s not black-andwhite. It’s not only complex from finances and the disruption to the community, but it’s also technically complex
to build your own plant.”
Several of the options presented to
council members require the town to establish its own utility operation. That
would mean tearing up streets in West
Palm Beach and Palm Beach to install
water distribution pipes.
Other options would be less disruptive to Palm Beach residents and businesses, but they could lead to lingering
concerns over water quality.
Last May, the toxin cylindrospermopsin was discovered in West Palm
Beach’s water supply, leading the city to
warn residents of West Palm Beach,
Palm Beach and South Palm Beach not
to drink their tap water.
Here is a look at several of the options
provided to the town by Kimley-Horn as
part of its water feasibility study:

Renew current agreement
This is the least expensive and least
disruptive option of those presented by
Lee.
If the current agreement is renewed,
West Palm Beach would continue to
treat water at its existing plant and retain ownership of the water distribution
lines within the town. A potential drawback to that approach could be concerns
about water quality.
West Palm Beach relies on surface
water that flows 20 miles from Lake
Okeechobee through canals and wetlands to Lake Mangonia and Clear Lake,
just west of downtown. Its water treatment plant draws water from East Clear
Lake, and is a conventional lime-softening facility.
“Lake Okeechobee is forever polluted,” council member Bobbie Lindsay
said. “In our lifetimes, or even the next
generation, it’s always going to be nutrient-rich and full of pesticides and all
these things that go in there, with the
agriculture industry all around it.”
The estimated cost to the town for
this option would be between $47 million and $70 million, according to Kimley-Horn.

Town-owned water supply
This option would require the town to
establish its own utility using groundwater from the Floridan Aquifer or
through the desalinization of seawater.
Two potential sites identified by Kimley-Horn include town-owned property
on Quadrille Boulevard in West Palm
Beach, and Phipps Ocean Park in Palm

Water quality is tested in the microbiology lab at the West Palm Beach Water Treatment Plant in July 2021.
THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST

Beach.
Under the Quadrille Boulevard option, the town would build a utility there
and treat water bought from West Palm
Beach before piping it into town.
Extensive water main transmission
improvements would be required,
meaning streets in downtown West
Palm Beach would need to be dug up in
order to build new lines between the city
plant and the new town plant on Quadrille Boulevard.
Construction also would be required
along Flagler Boulevard to install pipe to
connect the Quadrille Boulevard plant
with subaqueous crossings that pipe
water into Palm Beach. The estimated
cost for this option ranges from $310
million to $465 million.
Under the Phipps Park option, the
town would build its own reverse osmosis plant there, along with 14 wells to tap
into water from the Atlantic Ocean. Five
wells would be located at Phipps Ocean
Park, one would be located on townowned property on Ibis Isle, and eight
would be located within the Par 3 Golf
Course.
This option would require the installation of 12 miles of new water transmission mains running north to south, Lee
said.
“We’d be looking at digging up roads
for 12 miles within the town,” he said.
This alternative would mean a loss of
green space at Phipps Ocean Park,
which most likely would kill the planned
redesign and renovation of the park,
Blouin said.
It also would impact play at the Par 3
Golf Course, Lee said.
Council member Lew Crampton, a
South End resident, was among several

council members who objected to the
Phipps Ocean Park option.
“If we go forward with this, I will be
one of the people with a flaming torch in
hand and a pitchfork,” he said. “This is
certainly not something that the South
End will greet with open arms. In fact, I
will be leading the opposition to it.”
The estimated cost of this option
would be between $316 million and $474
million.

Palm Beach County

Clear Lake is the source of water for
West Palm Beach, South Palm Beach
and Palm Beach.
LANNIS WATERS/THE PALM BEACH POST

Under this option, the town would
create a new franchise agreement with
Palm Beach County.
The town would buy water wholesale
and then build and operate its own utility.
Significant system network pipe improvements would be needed for the
county to deliver potable water to the
town. Connecting pipes would be built
at Okeechobee Boulevard, Southern
Boulevard and Lake Worth Road to
transport the county water, Lee said.
This option would cost the town an
estimated $156 million to $235 million
for the infrastructure, plus up to $209
million in connection fees charged by
the county.

Lake Worth Beach
Under this option, the town would
create a new franchise agreement with
Lake Worth Beach.
Two new transmission mains would
be installed through the city, and new
subaqueous crossings and connection
points would need to be built on the
southern end of Palm Beach, Lee said.

The estimated cost to the town would
be between $263 million and $395 million.
Another option the council could
consider would be partnering with West
Palm Beach to upgrade its water plant to
membrane or reverse osmosis treatment.
Town Manager Kirk Blouin said
council members will weigh each option
carefully and consider the benefits and
risks before reaching a decision.
There is no timetable, he added,
though he said it was “highly likely” the
town would opt to extend its agreement
with West Palm Beach beyond 2029 if
council members chose to implement
an alternative other than renewing its
current contract with the city.
“There are significant tradeoffs in
whichever way they want to go,” Blouin
said. “It really would ultimately come
down to how they want to weight
things. What is more important to
them? What’s the weight they want to
put on each option? These alternatives
are complex.”

